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WHO’S WHO
DONJA R. LOVE—he/him (Author) is Black, Queer, living with 
HIV, and thriving. A Philly native, he’s the recipient of POZ’s Best in 
Performing Arts Award, the Horton Foote Playwriting Award, the 
Terrance McNally Award, the Antonyo’s inaugural Langston Hughes 
Award, and the Princess Grace Playwriting Award. Other honors 
include the Philadelphia Adult Grand Slam Poetry Champion. He’s the 
co-founder of The Each-Other Project, a digital media platform that 
builds community through art and activism for Black queer and trans 
communities. He’s also the creator of Write It Out!—a playwright’s 
program and prize for people living with HIV. He’s graced the cover of 
POZ Magazine’s POZ 100 issue and he’s one of Plus Magazine’s “Most 
Amazing People living with HIV”. Plays include soft (MCC), one in two 
(The New Group), FIREFLIES (Atlantic Theater Company), SUGAR IN 
OUR WOUNDS (Manhattan Theatre Club), and WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO 
ALL THAT BEAUTY? “Visibility is survival.” —Joseph Beam

WHITNEY WHITE (Director) is an Obie Award and Lily Award-
winning director, writer, and musician originally from Chicago. She 
was recently a writer on Boots Riley’s I’M A VIRGO (Amazon Studios, 
MediaRes). Her original piece Semblance premiered at NYTW in 2021, 
and her musical Macbeth in Stride premiered at American Repertory 
Theatre in 2021. Directing: ON SUGARLAND (NYTW), THE AMEN 
CORNER (Shakespeare Theatre Company), OUR DEAR DEAD DRUG 
LORD (WP Theatre and Second Stage, NYT Critic’s Pick), WHAT TO 
SEND UP WHEN IT GOES DOWN (The Movement Theatre Company, 
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, American Repertory Theatre, The 
Public Theater, NYT Critic’s Pick), CANYON (LA Times Critic’s Choice 
and recipient of the CTG Block Party Grant, IAMA), JUMP (National New 
Play Network Rolling World Premiere, PlayMakers Rep). Digital projects 
include: WHAT IS LEFT BURNS by James Ijames (Steppenwolf), FINISH 
THE FIGHT by Ming Peiffer (The New York Times), ANIMALS by Stacy 
Osei-Kuffour (Williamstown Theatre and Audible), and SOFT LIGHT by 
Aleshea Harris (The Movement Theatre Company). Her five-part cycle 
deconstructing Shakespeare’s women and female ambition is currently 
in development with American Repertory Theater (Boston, MA). Past 
awards and fellowships: Jerome Fellowship, Susan Stroman Directing 
Award, Rolex Protegé and Mentorship Arts Initiative, Sundance Theatre 
Lab,  The Drama League Next Wave Series, Roundabout Directing 
Fellowship, and the 2050 Fellowship at the New York Theatre Workshop. 
MFA Acting: Brown University/Trinity Rep, BA: Northwestern University.

LEON ADDISON BROWN (Mr. Cartwright) Broadway: THE TRIP TO 
BOUNTIFUL, PRELUDE TO A KISS, ON THE WATERFRONT, SOMEONE 
WHO’LL WATCH OVER ME, MISERY. Off-Broadway: MASTER 
HAROLD… AND THE BOYS (Drama League and Audelco nominee), 
THE PAINTED ROCKS OF REVOLVER CREEK, THE TRAIN DRIVER, 
THE BOX, THE ORPHANS HOME CYCLE (Drama Desk Award), 
TWO TRAINS RUNNING. Regional: The Long Wharf (CCC award), 

https://www.theeachotherproject.com/
https://www.letswriteitout.com/


Hartford Stage Co., The Westport Country Playhouse (CCC award), 
Williamstown and Berkshire Theatre Fest., Yale Rep. Arena Stage, 
Baltimore Center Stage. Film/TV: “REPAIR,” “CHICAGO MED,” “EVIL,” 
“NEW AMSTERDAM,” FORTY WINKS, PARIS IS IN HARLEM, BEN 
IS BACK, THE SURROGATE, “We Crashed,” MUSIC OF THE HEART, 
WHIRLYGIRL, THE EDGE, “THE BREAKS,” “LAW & ORDER,” “LAW & 
ORDER: SVU,” “THE KNICK,” A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES. 
Training: The UNC School of the Arts.

BIKO EISEN-MARTIN—he/him (Mr. Isaiah) The Public, Rattlestick 
Playwrights Theater, 59E59, Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival, Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, Longwharf Theatre Co., Studio Theatre, The Folger, 
CrossroadsTheatre Co., Arden Theatre Co. , Syracuse Stage, Cleveland 
Play House, Contemporary American Theatre Festival, Denver Center 
Theatre Co., Gulfshore Playhouse, Olney Theatre Co., Marin Theatre 
Co., Chautauqua, Pioneer Theatre Co., Colorado Shakespeare Festival, 
TheatreWorks (CA), Campo Santo. Film/TV: “BUCK” (Sundance), 
“DIETLAND” (AMC), “MODERN LOVE” (Amazon), “GHOST” (Starz) 
“BLUE BLOODS” (CBS), TESTAMENT (Via Brooklyn). BA/MAT: Brown 
University; MFA: National Theatre Conservatory. @saybiko.

DHARON JONES (Antoine) Native of Brooklyn, NY, Jones began 
dancing at the National Dance Institute (NDI) as a child. He recently 
graduated from Ithaca College in 2021, after making his Broadway Debut 
as Riff in the 2020 revival WEST SIDE STORY which was unfortunately 
shut down due to COVID. Jones has appeared on film projects including: 
SATURDAY CHURCH, CHAMPIONS NYU (short), and recently shooting 
his first lead in a feature film set to release in 2022. TV credits include: 
“BLUE BLOODS” and “UNBREAKABLE KIMMY SCHMIDT.”  Thank you to 
my manager, Lisa Calli, my agent Leslie Zaslower, Telsey casting and the 
team at MCC!

ESSENCE LOTUS (Dee) is a Brooklyn born and raised artist with deep 
love and care for Black trans and queer folk. Each performance they do is 
filled with the intention of a ritual meant to venerate their honorable Black 
American, Panamanian, and diasporic ancestors and kin. Essence wishes 
for you to hold yourself in softness, and that you may find others who can 
hold you just as softly. Having graduated from Kingsborough Community 
College and Tisch School of the Arts, they remain a student of life.

TRAVIS RAEBURN (Bashir) is a proud son, brother and artist. A 
Brooklyn baby raised in Queens, he is a graduate of SUNY Purchase’s 
Acting Conservatory (BFA). While attending Fiorello H. LaGuardia High 
School (Drama), Travis was a part of the MCC Youth Company for 3 years 
under Jen Shirley where he honed his voice in spoken word and poetry. He 
is over the moon to return back home with MCC family and community. 
Some credits include “WU-TANG: AN AMERICAN SAGA” season 2, 
FIRST MATCH, commercials for MasterCard USA, Xfinity, and Pop Tarts 
and IN THE SOUTHERN BREEZE at Rattlestick Playwrights Theater 
last fall. Raeburn is forever in endless gratitude and debt to his mother 
and grandmother for their endless love and support. He would like to 



thank family, friends, and predecessors for allowing him to stand on their 
shoulders. Black lives have and always will matter. His music is streaming 
on all platforms under the name TravRae. Instagram @travierae. 

SHAKUR TOLLIVER (Kevin) is excited to be making his MCC debut. 
Shakur thanks you for taking the time to bear witness. Theatre is 
nothing without you. Here are some institutions and individuals Shakur 
has worked with and loves—Shotgun Players, MCC, Blessed Unrest, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Chisa Hutchinson, Donja R. Love,  
reg e. gaines, Whitney White. Shakur dedicates every show to Rodney, 
grandma, Poppop, his mother, and everyone struggling to find their 
softness. Shakurtolliver.com 

DARIO VAZQUEZ (Jamal) A Bronx native, Dario is thrilled to be 
making his Off-Broadway debut with MCC. Currently a BFA Acting Major 
at Ithaca College, he can soon be seen in Ray Romano’s feature film 
directorial debut, SOMEWHERE IN QUEENS. Other credits include “THE 
GOOD FIGHT” and “THAT DAMN MICHAEL CHE.”

ED VENTURA (Eddie) is a Dominican-Puerto Rican actor/writer/
finesser born in Providence, RI and raised in the Boogie Down Bronx. 
He was the 2020-2021 Van Lier New Voices Fellow with The Lark, was 
a 2018 SPACE on Ryder Farm Greenhouse Resident, and is a current 
member of Ensemble Studio Theatre’s Youngblood Collective. He’s had 
his work developed with LAByrinth’s 2019 Intensive Ensemble, Curious 
Theatre Company, and more. His previous acting credits have consisted 
of THE SIBLINGS PLAY (Rattlestick Playwrights Theater), and THE 
PARLOUR (Middle Voice). He’s currently working toward completing his 
BFA in Acting, and double minor in Playwriting/Screenwriting at SUNY 
Purchase. Ed is a proud alumni of the MCC Youth Company’s Acting 
Lab, Playwriting Lab, and Ambassadors program. He would also like to 
shoutout to all the women in his family that have made him the young 
man he is today.

ADAM RIGG (Scenic Designer) is an award-winning set and costume 
designer based in New York, who has designed more than 50 world 
premiere plays, musicals, and operas. Off-Broadway credits include 
WHICH WAY TO THE STAGE (MCC), ON SUGARLAND (NYTW), 
CULLUD WATTAH (Public Theater), FEFU AND HER FRIENDS (Theatre 
for a New Audience; Special Citation, Henry Hews Design Award), IS 
GOD IS (Soho Rep), FABULATION (Signature Theatre), CONTINUITY 
(MTC), BLUE RIDGE (Atlantic Theater Company), and THE HOUSE 
THAT WILL NOT STAND (NYTW). Opera credits include THE LORD OF 
CRIES (Santa Fe Opera), BREAKING THE WAVES (Opera Philadelphia), 
and PRISM (LA Opera), among others. Upcoming projects: THE SKIN 
OF OUR TEETH (Lincoln Center Theater), HOOD (Asolo Rep), THE 
LISTENERS (Norwegian National Opera); soft (MCC).  
www.adamriggdesign.com

QWEEN JEAN (Costume Designer) Thank you Donja for offering 
our community this radical act of softness. Whitney you continue to 

http://Shakurtolliver.com
http://www.adamriggdesign.com


prove that love is the most powerful weapon we possess. Thank you 
my queen. Y’all are home to me. Recent theatre: WEDDING BAND, ON 
SUGARLAND, BLACK NO MORE, I NEED SPACE, MACBETH IN STRIDE, 
SEMBLANCE, OUR DEAR DEAD DRUG LORD, SIBLINGS PLAY, AMEN 
CORNER, RAGS PARKLAND, GOOD GRIEF, OTHELLO, and the acclaimed 
WHAT TO SEND UP, WHEN IT GOES DOWN. MFA from NYU Tisch. 
Black Trans Lives Matter! 

CHA SEE (Lighting Designer) New York credits include EXCEPTION 
TO THE RULE (Roundabout Theatre Company), THE ALCHEMIST (Red 
Bull Theater), THE FEVER (Minetta Lane Theatre), one in two (The 
New Group), WHAT TO SEND UP WHEN IT GOES DOWN (Playwrights 
Horizons, BAM, Public Theater, Movement Theatre Company), HOUSE 
PLANT and IN THE PENAL COLONY (Next Door @ NYTW), and 
YASMINA’S NECKLACE (Primary Stages). Regional credits include 
FIREFLIES (Pioneer Theatre Company), CHANGE AGENT (Arena Stage), 
THE GREAT LEAP (Portland Center Stage), ON THE GROUNDS OF 
BELONGING (Long Wharf Theatre) and AMERICA V.1: THE SAD DEMISE 
& EVENTUAL EXTINCTION OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO (Barrington 
Stage Company). Training: MFA, NYU Tisch. www.seelightingdesign.com. 
Instagram: @seethruuu

GERMÁN MARTÍNEZ (Sound Designer) is a NYC based Sound 
Designer who is thrilled to be back home in New York after completing a 
circuit of regional theatre productions. This production marks his official 
off-Broadway debut as a Sound Designer. Germán is a Montclair State 
University alum (2018) and is the current Eastern Representative for the 
TSDCA (Theatrical Sound Designer and Composers Association). His 
work has been featured at: American Repertory Theatre, GALA Hispanic, 
George Street Playhouse, Two River Theater, ASU Gammage, and Trinity 
Rep. This production is a dream play to work on, and he invites any like 
minded artists to collaborate. He thanks Ayana for inviting him to work at 
MCC, and Whitney and Donja for their wisdom. You can keep up with his 
work on Instagram: @GermanTheSoundDesigner

MAURICIO ESAMILLA (Original Music)  Mauricio Escamilla, MOWRI, 
is a sonic artist, music producer, composer, drummer, percussionist 
and audio engineer based in Brooklyn, New York.  Having a decade of 
experience composing and designing for theater, film, commercial, and 
live music performance, MOWRI thrives within creative collaboration 
and experimental applications.  Mowri combines found sounds, digital 
sampling, original production, and creative percussive playing to create 
a driving fusion sound.  As a first generation artist of Central American 
immigrant parents, mowri focuses his creative energy and expertise 
in collaboration with fellow BIPOC artists. Education: BFA Kinetic 
Imaging. VCU. Richmond, Virginia. MSc Sound Design. The University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland.  Notable credits include: A WALK INTO SLAVERY 
(The Billie Holiday Theatre), THE BANDAGED PLACE (Powerhouse 
Theatre), ON THE GROUNDS OF BELONGING (Long Wharf Theatre), 
WILD: ACT 1 (Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture). 
mescamilla.com // mowrichops.com

http://www.seelightingdesign.com
http://mescamilla.com
http://mowrichops.com


UNKLEDAVE’S FIGHT-HOUSE (Fight-direction) Broadway: GIRL 
FROM THE NORTH COUNTRY, ESCAPE TO MARGARITAVILLE, THE 
GREAT SOCIETY, TUCK EVERLASTING, AN AMERICAN IN PARIS, 
DISGRACED. Off- Broadway: ON SUGARLAND (NYTW), KIMBERLY 
AKIMBO (Atlantic), HALFWAY BITCHES GO STRAIGHT TO HEAVEN 
(Atlantic Theater, Drama Desk Nomination), OEDIPUS EL REY (The 
Public Theater - Drama Desk Nomination). Film/TV: “POOR BEHAVIOR”; 
“EMOTICON”; “ANNIE LIVE!”.

ADAM D-F. STEVENS—he/they (Emotional Wellness Consultant) 
MA, RDT, is a Registered Drama Therapist (RDT). Adam currently 
practices at the Hetrick-Martin Institute, HMI, guiding Queer youth. 
They  serve as an adjunct faculty member at Antioch University in 
Seattle, and New York University and Marymount Manhattan College in 
NYC. They have sat on the Board of Directors for the North American 
Drama Therapy Association (NADTA) as Chair of the Cultural Humility, 
Equity, and Diversity Committee. Adam is a political and social justice 
theatre practitioner.  In 2020, they were named Artistic Director for 
the NYU Program in Drama Therapy’s Collideoscope Repertory Theatre 
Company whose mission is to advance racial justice and healing through 
artful affinity and performance. Adam’s superpowers are rooted in the 
fantastical forces of creativity and love.

RACHEL DENISE APRIL (Production Stage Manager) is a Guyanese-
American Stage Manager, who has studied Theatrical Design and Stage 
Management at the City College of New York. Select Credits include: 
CHICKEN AND BISCUITS (Queens Theatre), RETREAT WORKSHOP 
(National Black Theatre), THE BIG GREEN THEATER FESTIVAL 
(SuperHero Playhouse), THE HOLE (Zhailon Levingston), NEPTUNE 
(Timothy DuWhite), THE GENESIS PLAYS (The In[heir]itance Project), 
ANAÏS NIN GOES TO HELL (MTWorks), MACBETH (of the Oppressed) 
(Fab Marquee Productions), and THE FIRE THIS TIME FESTIVAL 2015 
(The Kraine Theater). She has worked on projects throughout the United 
States with the In[heir]itance Project, and internationally with Different 
Translation. She is currently a Creative Partner of Different Translation.

ZACHARY PEREZ (Assistant Stage Manager) is thrilled to be working 
on his first Off-Broadway play here at MCC! Zach holds his BFA in Stage 
Management from the University of Central Florida. His past credits 
include the SONG OF THE NORTH (International Tour) and ALIEN/
NATION (Williamstown Theatre Festival). He hopes everyone walks away 
with something after seeing this incredible show! Many thanks and lots 
of love to my family, my team, and Claudia!  

ANDREW DIAZ (Prop Supervisor) Previously with MCC: WHICH WAY 
TO THE STAGE, SEARED, ALICE BY HEART, THE LEGEND OF GEORGIA 
MCBRIDE. Recent credits: BIRTHDAY CANDLES (Roundabout), ON 
SUGARLAND, SEMBLANCE (NYTW), ENGLISH, KIMBERLY AKIMBO 
(Atlantic Theater), FEFU AND HER FRIENDS (TFANA, Henry Hewes 
Design Award). Walt Disney Entertainment, SNL, 2NDStage, The 
Vineyard Theater, Signature Theater, and many others.



THE TELSEY OFFICE (Casting) With offices in both New York 
and Los Angeles, The Telsey Office casts for theater, film, television, 
and commercials. The Telsey Office is dedicated to creating safe, 
equitable, and anti-racist spaces through collaboration, artistry, heart, 
accountability, and advocacy.

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION (“Equity”), founded in 1913, is 
the U.S. labor union that represents more than 51,000 professional 
Actors and Stage Managers. Equity fosters the art of live theatre as 
an essential component of society and advances the careers of its 
members by negotiating wages, improving working conditions and 
providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension plans. 
Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an 
international organization of performing arts unions. Equity is governed 
by its own members through an elected Council, representing principal 
actors, chorus actors and stage managers living in three regions: 
Eastern, Central and Western. Members at large participate in Equity’s 
governance through a system of regional Boards and Committees. 
Equity has 28 designated area liaison cities with over 100 members 
each. #EquityWorks



Since 1999, MCC THEATER has used the power of theater to 
excite minds, foster a collaborative and creative community for 
New York City high school students across all five boroughs, 
investing in the next generation of theatermakers. Every year, 
more than 1200 New York City students’ lives are transformed 
through our programs, cultivating in them a deep appreciation for 
the arts and its power to engage and affect change. 

Driven by our mission to provoke conversations, we are 
committed to using the power of theater to ask some of the 
essential questions of our times. Our EDUCATION programs 
break down barriers to embolden students and young audiences 
to deepen their CURIOSITY and find confidence in THEIR 
VOICES. Those voices are uplifted as their words are woven 
together to form the fabric of our UNCENSORED, BKYC 
UNCENSORED and FRESHPLAY performances.

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS



After making a seamless transition to remote learning in March of 
2020, MCC continues to adapt and innovate to meet the changing 
needs of our students and community; offering LIVE online 
performances of all our culminating productions and implementing 
hybrid after-school and in-school programs. 
 
This year we were thrilled to host our first in-person 
performances of UNCENSORED and BKYC UNCENSORED in two 
years. This July our staged reading festival for FRESHPLAY will 
also return home to the MCC Theater stage.  
 
We continue the long and valued relationships with our four partner 
schools: Manhattan International High School, Baruch College 
Campus High School, The High School for Law and Public Service 
on the George Washington High School Campus in Manhattan, and 
The High School for Public Service in Brooklyn. We are committed to 
providing quality arts-based education because youth voices matter 
and creating an inclusive space where everyone’s stories are heard 
can inspire change in ourselves and in society.

Throughout the pandemic MCC’s Education Department 
virtually served from MAR 2020-JUN 2021:

■   103 STUDENTS in our after school Youth Company programs
■   925 STUDENTS across our in-school partnerships within four 

high schools in NYC
■   199 STUDENTS were served through our Virtual Student 

Matinee program

MCC THEATER’s Education Programs are supported by the Axe-Houghton Foundation, 
The Emily Davie and Joseph S. Kornfeld Foundation, Harold J. Newman† & Ruth 
Newman, The Pinkerton Foundation, The Eric Rosedale Playwriting Fund, Tiger Baron 
Foundation, The Lark, New York State Council on the Arts, and public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the city council.
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STAFF FOR soft
Company Manager	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Brendan McNamara
Production Manager	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Steve Rosenberg
Production Stage Manager	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Rachel April Denise
Assistant Stage Manager	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Zachary Perez
Production Assistant	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Katherine Guanche



Prop Supervisor	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Andrew Diaz
Assistant Director	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Jessica Natalie Smith
Assistant Scenic Designer	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Lily Guerin
Assistant Costume Designer	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������Elise McLean
Associate Lighting Designer	����������������������������������������������������������������� Charlotte McPherson
Associate Sound Designer	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Nikki Belenski
Covid Safety Officer	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Hannah Hernandez
Rehearsal Production Assistant	�������������������������������������������������������������� Kimberly Scaglione
Technical Director	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Scott Palmer
Deck Carpenter	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Matt Baguth
Carpenters	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Sean John, Scott Palmer,  

Peter Strand, Robert Zevac, Ian Stark
Wardrobe Supervisor	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Sharon Mejia
Special FX Make-Up Design	������������������������������������������������������������������������� Tommy Kurzman
Barber	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Khane Kutzwell
Stitchers	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Dara Fargotstein, Makoto Osada
Production Audio	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Nick LaGrasta
Sound Board Operator	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� AJ Glover
Audio Crew	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������AJ Glover, Katie Curran
Production Electrician	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������John Tees III
Lighting Programmer	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Taylor Jensen
Light Board Operator	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Aaliyah Stewart
Lighting Crew................................ Jamie Crockett, Katherine Dumais, Ariana Finamore, 

Ashley Kok,  Vincent Procker, Diane Tees, Danielle Verkennes,  
Alena Thomas, Amy Harper, Amanda Langhaus, Lazarus Nazario

CASTING
The Telsey Office
Destiny Lilly, CSA

Charlie Hano

SPECIAL THANKS
Gina Maria Leonetti

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Susan Raanan, Ph.D., Chair 

David Lloyd, Vice Chair
Erik Piecuch, Treasurer 

Marilyn Sobel, Secretary

Marjorie Altschuler
Javan Bunch

William Cantler
Suman Chakraborty

Kareem Crayton
Robert J. DiDiano

Barbara Doran
Nicole Eisenberg
Melvin Epstein
Susan Frankel
Cathy Glaser

Jessica Greenwood
Peter Hedges

Claudia Newman Hirsch
Judith Light

Robert LuPone
Devashish Jain

Julianna Margulies
Marianne Mills
Neil S. Mitchell

Harold Newman †
Piper Perabo 

Thomas Sadoksi
Jodi Schneider
Stephen Sills

Bernard Telsey
Lois Weinroth

Blake West
Janine Safer Whitney



Our PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT programs invite audiences to delve deeper 
into our onstage work as well as build bridges across our community 
artistically and geographically. Connect with us and each other. 

Audience members of all generations have emboldened our work with 
VIBRANT DISCUSSIONS, debates, and reflections that spill out of the 
theater and fill the streets and continue to reverberate throughout New 
York City and beyond.

LET’S TALK: We invite you to join our Audience Conversations taking 
place directly after select performances. We also host moderated 
TalkBacks with our cast and creative teams. 

LET’S ENGAGE: Community Specific theater nights, panel discussions, 
and workshops open up the door to wider engagement with our work and 
our company. 

LET’S WATCH: Open mic nights and invitations to student staged 
readings as well as film screenings bring audiences together in a new way 
to celebrate artists and artistry in a variety of formats. 

Thank you to our Public Engagement partners whose collaboration makes 
our work possible: African Film Festival New York, Broadway Podcast 
Network, Developing Artists, The Mental Health Coalition, MOBI—
Mobilizing Our Brothers Initiative, Muddy Paws Rescue, NYCAAC—
Animal Care Centers of NYC, National Queer Theater, Walk Tall Girl 
Productions, and W42ST Magazine.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

https://africanfilmny.org/
https://broadwaypodcastnetwork.com/

https://broadwaypodcastnetwork.com/

https://www.developingartists.org/
https://www.thementalhealthcoalition.org/
https://mobi-nyc.com/
https://mobi-nyc.com/
https://www.muddypawsrescue.org/
https://www.nycacc.org/
https://www.nycacc.org/
https://www.nationalqueertheater.org/
http://walktallgirlproductions.com/
http://walktallgirlproductions.com/
https://w42st.com/


soft RESOURCES  
AND CARE

Prioritizing and practicing good mental health are life skills that can 
benefit anyone, no matter when you choose to begin.

Below you will find a list of New York City local websites and contact 
information for organizations providing mental health and suicide 
prevention support. Our Public Engagement partners, The Mental 
Health  Coalition have compiled a list of national resources accessible 
for those in need. 

Call 911 if your health and safety are at immediate risk. 

If you are in a crisis—call the National Suicide Prevention 
Hotline at 800-273-8255 or text TALK to 741741

THE MENTAL HEALTH COALITION’s Resource Library is made 
available by our alliance of the leading mental health organizations. We 
encourage you to browse this database to learn about mental health, 
help a loved one, learn coping skills and seek support.

THE TREVOR PROJECT is the world’s largest suicide prevention 
and crisis intervention organization for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and questioning) young people.

NYC WELL is your connection to free, confidential mental health 
support. Speak to a counselor via phone, text, or chat and get access to 
mental health and substance use services, in more than 200 languages, 
24/7/365. Call 1-888-NYC-Well for immediate cost free help. 

BEAM—Black Emotional and Mental Health Collective. BEAM is a 
training, movement building and grant making organization dedicated 
to the healing, wellness, and liberation of Black communities. BEAM 
envisions a world where there are no barriers to Black Healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.thementalhealthcoalition.org/resources/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651761647350130&usg=AOvVaw3lF7m2GBjy_93Ig1hPDIwd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.thetrevorproject.org/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651761647350365&usg=AOvVaw3BhBEgsWXhurE8XkkoObLS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://nycwell.cityofnewyork.us/en/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651761647350578&usg=AOvVaw3fbp-wtnEr5xDlwkbi1Q4J
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://beam.community/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651761647350739&usg=AOvVaw2aitB1uvzWL1up3PjzH776


Inaugurated on JAN 9, 2019, MCC’s new Hell’s Kitchen home, THE 
ROBERT W. WILSON MCC THEATER SPACE, is a state-of-the-art 
complex designed for us to do what we do best: shake things up. The 
space houses two theaters, two rehearsal studios, extensive backstage 
facilities, administrative offices, and ample audience amenities. 

THE NEWMAN MILLS THEATER is named for Ruth & Harold† Newman 
and Marianne & Steve Mills. As dedicated co-chairs of The Campaign 
for MCC THEATER, they led a successful fundraising effort in support of 
MCC’s education and artistic programs.

THE SUSAN & RONALD FRANKEL THEATER is named for Susan & 
Ronald Frankel. They have been active with the company since 2015. 
Susan Frankel is also an MCC THEATER Board member.

 
ROBERT W. WILSON was a well-known and successful investor from 
the mid-1960’s to the mid-1980’s. After retirement, he devoted his 
life to philanthropy. He was a transformative philanthropist, primarily 
funding worldwide organizations in the preservation and conservation 
areas. An avid New Yorker, he was also involved with a number of New 
York’s cultural institutions. He was a major supporter of, and held 
leadership roles with, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Environmental 
Defense Fund, The Metropolitan Opera, the Whitney Museum, and 
the World Monuments Fund. In addition, he and the Trust continue to 
support the above institutions and The Nature Conservancy, The New 
York Public Library, Central Park Conservancy, BAM, and the Wildlife 
Conservation Society.

T H E  R O B E R T  W.  W I L S O N  
M C C  T H E AT E R  S PA C E



MCC THEATER wants to center our event in 
practices rooted in fostering community. We 
acknowledge how the PAST and the FUTURE 

converge on our PRESENT. MCC’S theater 
home sits on the UNCEDED land of the LENAPE 

people. We acknowledge that this stolen land 
was worked on by enslaved Africans. May this 
living land acknowledgement—to the LENAPE, 
their elders past and present, and their future 

generations, as well as to the experience of 
enslaved Africans and their descendants, serve 

as a starting ground for change.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT



Learn more at patrons@mcctheater.org,  
(212) 727-7722 ext. 233

Every Patron is treated to….
■   PERSONALIZED TICKET SERVICE–we reserve the best seats 

for you.
■	 EARLY ACCESS to information about casting, special events, 

and future programming.
■	 YOUR PERSONAL INVITATION TO POST-SHOW PATRON 

EVENTS to meet the cast, talk to the  artistic leadership, and be 
a part of the conversation with other Patrons.

■	 THE CHANCE TO ATTEND PRIVATE READINGS and other 
exclusive special events.

■	 A TAX DEDUCTION for supporting our work. 

MCC is a nonprofit, and we count on our Patron 
community to support the work behind the work. 
Your tax-deductible contribution helps us...

■   PRODUCE vital new plays and musicals.
■	 DEVELOP new work by the next generation of theater artists.
■	 CHANGE the lives of nearly 1,200 NYC public high school 

students each year.

PATRON PROGRAM



Our mission is to provoke conversations that have 
never happened and otherwise never would.
MCC THEATER was founded in 1986 as MANHATTAN CLASS 
COMPANY by a collective of young actors, writers, and directors 
determined to steer their own artistic development—and shake  
things up! That initial group included Artistic Directors Bernie Telsey, 
Bob LuPone and Will Cantler, since joined by Executive Director 
Blake West. Our increasingly expansive work continues today.

■   WE PRODUCE EXCITING THEATER. We produce seasons of 
BOLD new plays and musicals by exceptional ARTISTS. 

■	 WE DEVELOP NEW WORK. We develop NEW WORK by emerging 
and established artists through a rigorous process that encourages 
CREATIVE RISK-TAKING. 

■	 WE HONOR YOUNG VOICES. Each year our education programs 
use the power of theater to ROUSE the imaginations of over 1200 
high school STUDENTS across ALL FIVE BOROUGHS.

■	 WE GET PEOPLE TALKING. COLLABORATION and COMMUNITY 
are at the core of everything we do.

OUR MISSION



WE SAVED 
YOU A SEAT 

Commemorate your 
support of MCC 

THEATER with a 
seat in the Newman 

Mills Theater 

Standard seats begin at $1,500 per seat.  
For more information about seat naming,  

please contact Megan Foehr, Manager of Individual Giving  
at mfoehr@mcctheater.org or (212) 727-7722 ext. 233.



MCC THEATER acknowledges the passing of our dear friend  
Harold Newman (1931-2021), an esteemed board member for 20 
years. Hal’s commitment to MCC was unwavering. His financial 
support was instrumental in the creation and sustainability of our 
partnership at George Washington High School, where he attended 
high school. He was the first individual donor to the Campaign 
for MCC, which supported building the space we now occupy and 
expanding all of our programs for artist and students. MCC was 
blessed to be among the organizations he loved and supported so 
passionately. He was a galvanizing force and while his passing leaves 
a void, his legacy will live on in our theater and in our hearts. We will 
miss him as we continue to be inspired by him.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
HAROLD J. NEWMAN



MCC COUNCIL
Kristine Louis Reynal, Chair

Peter Dolchin
Iliana Guibert
Jordan Hyatt

Devashish Jain
Marina Marcoux
Jill Surdyka-Kim

CORPORATE CONTRIBUTORS
Thank you to the generous corporate sponsors that support our work through the 
annual MISCAST Gala, production support, and corporate matching programs.

Bank of America
Bank of America Matching 

Gifts
Charitybuzz
City National Bank
 

Davis Wright Tremaine 
LLP

Google
IBM Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Movado Group Inc.

Netflix, Inc.
Network for Good
Steadfast Financial
Warner Media
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Wells Fargo Private Bank

Benefits of sponsorship include premium seats at the gala and performances, 
prominent recognition, and opportunity to create unique employee or client 
entertaining events. For more information, please contact Sandra Davis at  
(212) 727-7722 ext. 236 or sdavis@mcctheater.org

FOUNDATION AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Howard Gilman Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

Pinkerton Foundation
The Harold and Mimi 

Steinberg Charitable 
Trust

Tiger Baron Foundation, 
Inc.

The Tow Foundation

Bonnie Cashin Fund
The Emily Davie and 

Joseph S. Kornfeld 

Foundation
New York State Council on 

the Arts
New York Department of 

Cultural Affairs
Wells Fargo Foundation

The Blanche & Irving 
Laurie Foundation

Laurents/Hatcher 
Foundation

Lucille Lortel Foundation
New York City Council
Richenthal Foundation

The Fan Fox & Leslie R. 
Samuels Foundation Inc.

Burton A. and Sandra D. 
Zipser Foundation

Axe-Houghton Foundation
The Charles & Lucille King 

Family Foundation Inc. 
The Lark

Actors’ Equity Foundation
The John Golden 

Foundation
The Lambs Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
We are so grateful to our Producer’s Circle members who provide major support of 
our mission to provoke conversation among artists, audiences and students – at 
every point in the play-making process, in all of our programs. Our Producer’s Circle 
Members play a key role in the development of new work for the stage and MCC’s 
work with young artists and students. (List as of 3/21/22)

Anonymous
Marjorie & Fredric 

Altschuler
Javan Bunch
Kareem Crayton
Carol G. Deane
Robert J. DiDiano
Barbara Doran
Nicole & Stephen 

Eisenberg
Rachel & Melvin Epstein
Susan & Ronald Frankel
Amy & Frank Garrison
Alice & Bruce Geismar
Cathy Glaser &  

Steve Semlitz
Jessica & John 

Greenwood

Claudia & David Hirsch
Gina Maria Leonetti
Judith Light
David L. Lloyd &  

Meg Mortimer
Marianne & Steven Mills
Shelly & Neil S. Mitchell
Erik Piecuch &  

Alex Bong Wright 



Susan Raanan &  
Robert Fleischer

Jodi & Marc Schneider
Amy & Stephen Sills

Marilyn Sobel &  
Ben Cohen

David Sumner
Pam & Larry Tarica

Lois Weinroth
Janine & Jonathan 

Whitney

To learn more about the Producer’s Circle, please contact (212) 727-7722 ext. 233 
or patrons@mcctheater.org.

MCC PATRONS
We are so grateful to the members of our Patron Program, who provide vital 
annual support for our programming on and off stage, our education and public 
engagement initiatives, and so much more.  For more information on the Patron 
Program, please visit mcctheater.org/support or contact patrons@mcctheater.org 
or (212) 727-7722 ex 233. (List as of 4/25/2022)

Anonymous
Linda & Mel Brosterman
Colbert Family Fund 

of Costal Community 
Foundation of SC

Cynthia & Herbert Fields
Judith A. Garson &  

Steven N. Rappaport
Irwin S. Scherzer 

Foundation
Judith & Douglas Krupp
Marina & Bill Marcoux
Dr. Robert Press
Gigi Pritzker

​​Jennifer Diamond
William W. Donnell
Iliana Guibert
Jordan Hyatt &  

Peter Dolchin
Bruce MacAffer
Reeva & Ezra Mager
Theresa Martinac
Roselle Baldwin 

Productions
Sherry Schwartz
Lori & David Sherman

Anonymous (3)
The Angelson Family 

Foundation
Liz Armstrong
Jodi & Craig Balsam
Brenda & David Bass
Monty Blanchard &  

Leslie Tcheyan
Dina Cholack Ciagne & 

David Ciagne
Dorie Clark
Erin Collins
Elizabeth Columbo
James Costa
Darnell-Moser Charitable 

Fund
Cory & Bob Donnalley 

Charitable Foundation
Bobby & Vicki Freeman

Jennifer Futch
Alfred Giordano
Fred Hochberg
Keith Hughes
Hayley Huxley
Mark Jacobson
Devashish Jain &  

Marc-Antoine Denechaud
Jayne Baron Sherman & 

Deby Zum through  
The Sherzum Fund at 
Our Fund

Ken & Caryl Field Fund 
of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Sharon Kirschner
Elysabeth Kleinhans
Helen Kultgen
Lorie Cowen Levy & 

Charles J. Levy, Jr.
Leslie Lewit-Milner &  

Dr. Lawrence Milner
Jane & Bill Macan
Robert & Fulvia McCrie
Francie McKenzie
Bradford Motta &  

John O’Grady
Abigail Murray &  

Brad Seiler
Matt Pearson -  

Marron Foods
Niki & Tony
Jerilyn & Brian Perman
Brette Popper &  

Paul Spraos
Martha J. Radford
Fritz Reuter
Kristine Louis Reynal & 

Max Reynal
Neal Rubinstein
Steven Schreiber &  

Amy Lorowitz
Henry & Jo Strouss
Suzanne Telsey &  

Steven Bennett
Aimee Telsey &  

Richard Friesner

Mitchell & Laurie Telsey
Lacey & Cheryl Tucker
Robin & Leigh Walters
Cathy & Stephen 

Weinroth
Amy L. Weltman
Patricia & Mark Willis
Richard Winkler

Anonymous (14)
Robert Aberlin
Brooke Adams &  

Tony Shalhoub 
Alexander Aickin
Susan & Ira Akselrad
George Alexander
Gerry & Hank Alpert
Frank Annino
Steven Aripotch &  

Bruce Jones
Anna & Dean Backer
Dave Bartlett &  

Gerard Lucero
Kendrick Basso
Debbi & Jay Baum
Karen D. Baynard
Mark Beatt
Janet Benton
Fran Berrick
Daryl & Joe Boren
Loraine Alterman Boyle
Judith Ferrenbach 

Bradshaw
Andrea Brandon, MD
Steve & Joy Bunson
Linda & Arthur Carter
Casellula Cheese & Wine
Sara Chase
Mary Cirillo-Goldberg
Carolyn Cohen
Jonas Cohen 
Lisa Melmed Cohen
Erin Collins
John & Lynn Collins
Frank Conway
Ann E. Darby &  

William C. Dudley

http://mcctheater.org/support


Costa & Katherine Darras
Cathy Dault
Mary Davis
Bunny Dell
Michael Dellangelo
Scott & Elizabeth Delman
John Demsey
Christine Denham
Joseph Dimino &  

Michael Guida
Susan & Todd Eckland
Rebecca & Martin 

Eisenberg
Sheri Feigen
Valerie Feigen &  

Steven Eisman
Erika Feil-Lincoln & 

Matthew Lincoln
Nancy Feldman
Elizabeth Fillo
Linda & Mark Florin
Susan & David Frankel
Peter Frey
Anne Cantler Fulwiler
Andrea Gellert
Lynn George
Ghilman Ghuman & 

Tamara Goldberg
Marianne Goodman, MD
Anna & Katie Gossett
Carolyn Gould
Mark Greenwald
Lisa Hadar
Bradley Hames
Kara Hammond
Rick Handel & Linda 

Stuart 
Susan T. Harris
James Higgins
Rachel Hobart &  

Edward Toole
K. Hovnanian Company
Sally & Robert Huxley
Philip M. Jelley, Jr. 
Robin A. Jones
Isabel Kallman
Mara Fleur Kanner
Paula Katz
Eric R. Kelhoffer, MD
Joanne Kennedy &  

Rich Collins
We Two Kings
Robert Klein
Lisa Kohl
Deborah Kopinski
Stephanie & Ron Kramer
Nicole Lafountaine
David & Devora Lans
Lynn & Kevin LaPierre
Leslie Larson & Don Katz
James Lawer
Lynne Lawrence

Jon LaPook & Kate Lear
Mark A. Lee
Victoria Lee
Cathy Ross Lesse
Lance & Marjorie 

Lindblom
Frank & Amy Linde
Bob Lipton
David & Deborah 

Livingstone
Lisa Lowe & David Lipsky
Susanna Lowy
Ismail Ma
Leonard Majzlin
Barbara Manocherian
Jody Mansbach
Mitch Marois
Caroline Marshall 
Jaimee & Katie Marshall
Nina Matis
Scott McDonald
Mark McGuire
James McKenzie
Peter McKown
Melinda L. McLellan
Patricia Meadow
Marcia Meyers
Kelly & Blake Miller
Virginia & Timothy 

Millhiser
Christine M. Millen & 

William M. Pinzler
Ann Miner
Cristine Miseo
Rob Mish
Stephen Murphy
James Monahan
Dahlia Neiss & Family
Sheila Nevins
Kathleen O’Grady
Eileen O’Hern Luby
Sarah O’Neill
Ellen Ozur & Stuart Brown
Sophia & Jim Papoulis
Michael Paul & Joe Valone
Terry Davis Perl
The Peterson Family
Suzanne & Bruce Poli
Kim Powers
Aileen & Greg Pugh
Chef Yono &  

Donna Purnomo
Mindi Reich-Shapiro
Remington
Fritz Reuter
In memory of  

Ronald O. Jacobson
Jane Rivkin 
Claire Rose &  

Michael Woloz
Sharyn Rosenblum
Allison & Jeff Rosier

Spencer Ross
Susanne Rostock
Meg & David Roth
Benjamin Ryan
Bubba & Jennifer 

Samuels
Roy Sander
The Saunders Collective
Murray & Brenda Schane
Miriam Schneider
David C. Miller &  

Judith Scofield Miller
Tysha Scott, In Memory of 

Phillip R. Scott Esq.
Sarajane Sein
Randi Sellinger
Beth Senturia
Tatiana Serafin
Samira Shah &  

Alexis Demopoulos
Mary J. Shannon
Nadine Shaoul &  

Mark Schonberger
Warren Sherman
Barbara Shulman
Barb Shum 
Rob Silverstein &  

Wanda Olson
Fiona Slattery
Rebecca & Jeff Soule
Laura Speyer
Mark Stein
Cheryl M. Sternberg
Shelby & Robert Stone
Jill Surdyka-Kim
Jenni Swan
Judith Sykes & Fred Seid
Marsh
Carol & Joel Thea
Justina Towns
David Umbach &  

David Monroe
Katharine & David Vickery
Marjorie Vincent
Juli Vitiello
Deborah Wallach
Rachel Weinstein &  

Jason Pizer
Tyler Whitman
Ellie & Dan Wiener
Sandy & Jon Willen
Mary Beth & Alan Wilmit
Fred Wistow
Stephanie Wolf
Billy Wong
Ed Yauch
Roy Youman &  

Juliet Borja
Matthew & Myra 

Zuckerbraun

Connie & Art Zuckerman



MCC THEATER SUPPORTERS 
Over the years, MCC THEATER has looked to our audience and friends to provide 
encouragement to fully support a nurturing environment for theater artists and 
students to explore compelling stories. We thank each and every one of you for your 
generosity. (List as of 4/26/22)

Anonymous (3)
Mark Gordon
Dede Harris
Kevin Hogan & Aron Larson
The Lark
Fred Meyer
Lisa Orberg
John Orberg
Matthew Schermerhorn
Steven Silverstein & Cathy 

Raduns
Mark Stein
Francis H. Williams

Anonymous
Walter Bobbie
Stephen Breimer
Geneva Carr
Linda & Arthur Carter
Dorie Clark
Nancy & Jim Cook
Clio & Bill Hathaway
Peter Hedges &  

Susan Bruce
KC Maurer
Ann Mellow
Meredith & David Paley
Rodenberg Family 

Foundation
Michael & Sue Steinberg
Ted Stephens III &  

Dmitry Yakimchuk
Mary Beth & Alan Wilmit

Atlas Talent Agency
Maureen & Bill Barton
Brenda & Connolly Bottum
Steven Byer
Tom & Nancy Carey 

Cassidy
Lois Champy
Elizabeth Columbo
Ellen & Pierre  

de Saint Phalle
Amy Elliott
Valerie Feigen &  

Steven Eisman
Gail & Larry Glenn
Glenn Gundersen &  

Susan Manix
Barbara Janowitz &  

Peter Entin
Susan Klebanoff
Robb Lady
Dr. Susan Laubach
David L. Lloyd &  

Meg Mortimer
Deborah & Ivan Moskowitz
Jennifer & David 

Rabinowitz
Joseph Rokacz &  

Larry Gordon
Patricia Schaupp
Laura Schisgall
Jane Ross & Jon Schriber
Stefani Shavel
Jonathan Sherman
Elizabeth Simons
Kenneth Swezey
David Zayas &  

Liza Colon-Zayas

Anonymous (10)
David Ackerman
Kim Adler
Vito Amedeo
Carmen Anthony
Lucy & Irwyn Applebaum
Arora Family
Jane Azia
J.A. Ted Baer
Carl Baldasso
Noel Baril
Karyn Bendit &  

Nancy Bendit
Rita Berman
George Blanck
 Susan Bloom
Marian Brancaccio
Leslie & Ted Breck
Patrick Breen
Martin Fritz Brekeller
Lou Briskman
Tom Broecker
Mark Buchbinder
Lee Buckley
Craig Burns
Dr. Jeffrey & Minnie Burns
Claire Cardone
Michael Casey
Mary & Timothy Casey
Michael Casey
Lidia & Stanley 

Chepovetsky 
Adrian Chisholm
Catherine Christian
Lawrence D. Cohen & 

Michael Gore
Galois Cohen
Jonas Cohen 
Adam & Elisa Coker
Anna Cook

Robin L. Cook
Eboni K. Crayton
Susan Culver
Barbara Cuneo
Carol Danoff
Costa & Katherine Darras
Paula Kaminsky David
Mary Davis
Solange De Santis
David Dean
Vince & Denise DeGiaimo
Laura Delano & Bob Celli
Jeff DeMarco
Judith & Ira Dembrow
Diane & Douglas Dooley
Dianne Dreyer
Nancy Druckman
Malcolm A. Duffy
Jeff Edwards
Judy & Charles Eisenhardt
Ita Ekpoudom
Jonathan Epstein
Alice Ericsson
Karen Exkorn
Aina Fadina
Jennifer Feiffer
Tim Feige
Phyllis &  Bob Feingold
Peter Filiaci
Eileen Fink
Leah & Michael Finkelstein
Joe Finnegan
Maritza Fitzgerald
Ked Fisseha
Elin McManus Flack
Maggie Flanigan
Susan Fleisher
Judy Foley
Georgianna Forbes
Anthony Ford-Hutchinson
Judith Freeman
Peter Frey
Steven Friedlander & 

Sandra Kaplan
Nancy Friedman
Peter Friedman
Terri Friedman
Margaret Fulton
Stu & Adrian Gelbard
Elliot & Barbara Gewirtz
Andrew Gillespie
Peggy & Dave Gillespie
Stephen & Barbara 

Gingrich
Jeffrey Glen
Peter Golden



Carol & Myron Goldman
David Goodman
Judy Goodman
Ron Goodman &  

Richard Leadbetter
Gina Doyle & Cherie Goon
David Gottlieb
Charles Gray in honor of 

Bob LuPone
Virginia Gray
Jonathan Greenwood 

Harrison
Rusty Harrison
Patricia Haverland
Carlos Gutierrez-Solana
Dean Haas
Helen Hagerty
Laura Harris
Diane Hayden
Harriet & John Hazard
Mary Healy
Tiffany Lu-Heda
Andrea Heitner
Adin Heller
Joshua Hill
Barry Hoffman
Susan Hoffman
Ina Kahn Hollander
Susie & Harry Horgan
Mary Horner
Michelle & Ed Howe
Family Hrousis
Melody Hunt
Amy Peabody Ingram
Zoe Jackson
Mark Jacobs
Pamela Jacobson
S. Kenneth Jacobson & 

Carol Jacobson
Cathia Louis-Jacques
JaNeika James
Robin A. Jones
Georgann Joseph &  

David Marker
Robert Joy
Jill Kargman
Peter Kuzma Jr
Ina Kahn Hollander
Elizabeth Kalodner
Michael Karu
Linda Kasierer
Joan Katz
Jordan Katz
D’Anna & Elly Keinan
Mary Kelly
David Kernahan
Ann B. Kerns
Alexis Kiriazides
Sharon Kirschner
Susan Klebanoff
Martha & Michael Klein 
Carolyn Klimpl

Margot H. Knight
Rob Kolson
Richard Koplin
Karen Korman
Bill Krakauer
Richard Kramer
Barbara Kreisberg
Diarra Lamar
David Landis
Denys T. Landry
Anna Lavrik &  

Andrew Paprocki
Sue Leibman-Barking Dog 

Entertainment
Susan Leung
Beth Levine
Dr. Brian Levy
Holly W. Levy
John Lewin &  

Margie Becker-Lewin
Ellen Lewis
Matt Lopez
Allan & Anita Lubarsky
Eric Luftig
Susan Lupow
Jeffrey MacDonagh
Jeffrey Macklis
Joan Maginnis
Annette Magjuka
William Mahan
John-John Manlutac
Fred Margulies
Amelia Marshall
Ebony Marshall-Oliver
Tim & Dair Mathistad
Jennifer McZier
Grete Meilman
Kyle Melgarejo
John G. Miller
Natalie Mines
Rob Mish
JerryScott Mitchell
Carl Moellenberg
Corinne Monson
Cindy Mooney
Lori Moore
Judie & Fred Mopsik
Philip Van Munching
Ed & Alex Napier
Mark Newman
Scott Newman
Mark Nimar 
Joyce Nissim
Susan Obrecht
Anne O’Driscoll
Clementina Ojie
Clementina Ojie
Randi & Doug Olin
Ebony Marshall-Oliver
Chaltin Pagan
Gabrielle & Michael Palitz
Gregg Passin &  

Andy Schmidt
Tasia Pavalis
Mabel Payne
Terry Davis Perl
Marla Persky
Steven Petlick
Ellen Petrino
Stefani Phipps
Brett Pierce
Daryl Pigat & 

Amir Hakakha
Lindsay Pizzi
Martin Platt
Bola Plenty
Elaine Polanco
Barbara Pollard
Kathleen & James 

Pressler
Barbara Price
James Quinlivan
Jennifer & David 

Rabinowitz 
Katherine Rausch
Didi Rea
Carma Reed
Donna Reid
Megan Reid
Hillary & Jonathan Reinis
Jane Rivkin 
Donald W. Roeseke Jr. 
Sharyn Rosenblum
Carole Rothman
Greta Rothman
John Rothman
Josh Rubinger
Donna Samuel
Paula E. Sandoval
Solange De Santis
Barbara Schafer
Miami New Drama
Judy Schilling
Laura Schisgall &  

Stanley Sterenberg
Alison & William 

Schweizer
Michael Seltzer
William Lawrence Severt
Ainka Shackleford
Deb Shoss
Gary & Karlan Sick
Elke Sigal
Daphne & Andrew 

Silverstein
Meg Simon
David B.  Simpson
Pat Skipper
Judy Slovin
Cheryl Small
Bruce M. Smith
Janie Smulyan
Carlos Gutierrez-Solana
Jacob & Jean Sosna



Naomi Spinak
Thomas Sproat
Heather Stanford
Robert Starr
Jody Falco &  

Jeffrey Steinman
Daniel Sternberg
Kathryn Stokes
Henry & Jo Strouss
Susan Sullivan
Dr. Pavur Sundaresan
Diane W. Sunshine
Judith Sussman
Daniel Swee
Kimberly Taylor
Barbara Nevins Taylor

Stacey Thal
Daniel Theodore
Ugapriya Thirugnanam
W. John Thompson
Jon Tilley
Bob Tomlinson
John Traynor
Camille Upshaw
Maria Vecchiotti
Ernest Vickroy
Christopher Waddell
Sarah Wainio
Ellen Walters
David Walters
Ric Wanetik
Jonn Wasser

Marnie Weber
Alan Werner
David Werner
Joan West
Joseph Williger
Susan & Lewis Wirshba
Lori Witte
Stephanie Wolf
Frank Woo
Mark Wovsaniker
Jason Wu
Suzanne Yadav
Cynthia Yang
Paul Zagardo
Robert & Murna 

Zuckerman

MISCAST SUPPORT
Amid a global pandemic, MCC THEATER persevered and transitioned the annual 
Miscast gala to a virtual celebration. We’re so grateful to all of our donors who 
helped make this event a worldwide phenomenon, and look forward to celebrating 
in person on April 4, 2022. (List as of 4/20/2022)

DIAMOND
Liz & Ken Whitney

PLATINUM
Claudia & David Hirsch
Susan & Ronald Frankel
Mitch & Joleen Julis
David L. Lloyd &  

Meg Mortimer
Marianne & Stephen Mills
Ruth & Harold Newman†
Susan Raanan &  

Robert Fleischer
Marilyn Sobel &  

Ben Cohen
Janine & Jonathan 

Whitney

GOLD
Marjorie & Frederic 

Altschuler
Baseline Theatrical
Robert DiDiano
Cathy Glaser &  

Steve Semlitz
Jodi & Marc Schneider
Jeffrey Seller/Hamilton
Stephen Sills
Tiger Baron Foundation
WarnerMedia
Wells Fargo Private Bank

BRONZE
Javan Bunch
CBS/Paramount+
Barbara Doran
Susan Edelstein

Rachel & Melvin Epstein
Judy Garson &  

Steven Rappaport
Hakluyt & Company
John & Jessica 

Greenwood
MCC Council
Michael Mealiffe &  

Dean Pitchford 
Morgan Stanley
MJ The Musical
Neil & Shelly Mitchell 
Erik Piecuch &  

Alex Bong Wright
UTA
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Wells Fargo Private Bank
Lois Weinroth
Matthew Hui

PRODUCER
Anonymous

PLAYWRIGHT
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome & 

Elizabeth Levy
Chelsea Kellogg
Iris Abrons
Gina Maria Leonetti
Movado Group Foundation
Theresa Martinac
Jac Scheiner
Lynn Angelson
Susan Lichenstein &  

John Rokacz
Jonn Wasser

John Rokacz &  
Larry Gordon

Sarah Winkler

DIRECTOR
Beth Lewis
Kareem Crayton
Amy & Frank Garrison
Ian Harris
Peter McKown
David Crane
Marilyn Garcy
Jenni Swan
Glenn Gunderson
Frederick Taylor
Michael Contini
Viking Entertainment
Lorne Michaels
Kelly Hunter
Xochitl Gonzalez
Aimee Telsey
Helene Stein
City National Bank
Brad Hames
Carol Goldman
Carol & Joel Thea
Graham “Gray” Coleman
Jason Katims
Neal Rubinstein
Don McCoy
Jessica Mitchell
John Amalfi
Suman Chakraborty
Mary Goldberg
Kurt Deutsch
Linda Sirow
Piper Perabo



THE CAMPAIGN FOR MCC THEATER
MCC THEATER is proud to thank everyone who has supported the Campaign for 
MCC THEATER. You helped make our dream of a home of our own a reality. Our 
new home allows us to deepen our mission and encourage greater collaboration 
amongst all of our artists, students, and audiences. (List as of 3/11/2022)

Special thanks to The Office of the Mayor of New York City, Eric Adams; The 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; 
The New York City Council, Speaker Corey Johnson; and the Office of Manhattan 
Borough President, President Gale Brewer for their dedication to the arts and their 
foundational support for this project.

Ruth & Harold Newman† 
Julie & Marc Platt

The Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust 

Susan & Ronald Frankel
Cathy Glaser &  

Steve Semlitz
Howard Gilman 

Foundation
Marianne & Steven Mills
Steve Richardson &  

Kirk Rubi
Ms. Barbara Shulman
Amy & Stephen Sills
Elizabeth & Ken Whitney

The Bonnie Cashin 
Foundation

Dr. Gail Furman†
Roy Furman, Jill Furman 

and Stephanie Furman 
Darrow

The Garson Rappaport 
Family

The Blanche & Irving 
Laurie Foundation

Gina Maria Leonetti
Susan Raanan &  

Robert Fleischer
Eric Rosedale Playwriting 

Fund
Rosemarie† & Lou Salvatore

Marjorie & Fredric 
Altschuler

Javan Thomas Bunch
Burnt Umber Productions
Rachel & Melvin Epstein
Emma A. Sheafer 

Charitable Trust
Lori & Edward Forstein

Jerry Frankel†
Dede Harris
Claudia & David Hirsch
David L. Lloyd, Jr. &  

Meg Mortimer
Reeva & Ezra Mager
Shelly & Neil Mitchell
Erik Piecuch &  

Alex Bong Wright
Sheila Steinberg
Marilyn Sobel & Ben Cohen
Pam & Larry Tarica
Lois Weinroth
Janine & Jonathan Whitney

Lewis G. Cole 
Ann Dickinson and 

Richard Purington
Liz Armstrong
Maureen & Bill Barton
Brenda & David Bass
Karen Kayser Benson†
Linda & Mel Brosterman
Jan & Will Cantler
Elizabeth Columbo
Katherine & Costa Darras
Brian Davidson &  

Michael Schultz
Carol G. Deane
Cory & Bob Donnalley 

Charitable Foundation
Jody Falco &  

Jeffrey Steinman
Cynthia & Herbert Fields
Amy & Frank Garrison
Mary Cirillo-Goldberg & 

Jay Goldberg†

Peter Hedges &  
Susan Bruce

Doug Hughes
Leslie Larson & Don Katz
Stephanie & Ron Kramer
Lorie Cowen Levy & 

Charles J. Levy, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome & 

Elizabeth Levy
John Lewin & Margie 

Becker-Lewin
Robert & Virginia LuPone
Bruce MacAffer
Marina & Bill Marcoux
Robert & Fulvia McCrie
William Megevick & 

George Calderaro
Leslie Lewit & son,  

Jacob Lewit
Dahlia Neiss & Family
Anh-Tuyet Nguyen† & 

Robert Pollock
Brette Popper &  

Paul Spraos
Dr. Robert Press
Kristine Louis Reynal & 

Max Reynal
Roselle Baldwin 

Productions
Sherry Schwartz
Ted Stephens III &  

Dmitry Yakimchuk
Jenni Swan
Bernard Telsey &  

Anne Marino



The funds listed below provide ongoing support to several of MCC’s key initiatives. 

BONNIE CASHIN COSTUME DESIGN FUND provides support for costume design 
in one production each season. 
THE GARY PLATT INITIATIVE FOR NEW MUSICALS supports artistic 
development and production of new musicals. 
STEVE RICHARDSON AND KIRK RUBI COLLEGE MENTORSHIP FUND supports 
MCC Youth Company college and career preparation activities. 
ERIC ROSEDALE PLAYWRITING FUND supports the annual FreshPlay for the 
MCC Youth Company.
THE R&S SHULMAN FUND supports artistic development and production of new 
plays, with a focus on work by African American Playwrights 

ARTIST COUNCIL 
MCC THEATER wishes to acknowledge Artists and Industry Leaders who have 
generously donated their time and talent to support MCC THEATER’s mission through 
our Education & Outreach programs, annual MISCAST Gala, and Online Auction.

Ramón Real Vargas Alanis
ChiChi Anyanwu
Annaleigh Ashford
Nissy Aya
Melissa Barrera
McKinley Belcher III
The Billie Holiday Theater
Jocelyn Bioh
Nick Blaemire
Brooklyn Academy of 

Music
Norbert Leo Butz
Christian Cacigal
Sandra Caldwell
Nicole Capatasto
Juan Castano
Kristian Charbonier
Sarah Chavez
Kenneth Cole
Julissa Contreras
Kareem Crayton
Gavin Creel
Trip Cullman
Hugh Dancy
Robin De jesus
Developing Artists
Edison Ventura Mata Diaz
Ivon Edebiri
Raul Esparza
Robert Fairchild
Halley Feiffer

Beanie Feldstein
Dominique Fishback
Lenni Yesner Foreman
Jennifer Garner
Paige Gilbert
Ross Golan
Renee Elise Goldsberry
Leslie Grace
Heather Headley
Lucas Hedges
Joshua Henry
Andrea Hiebler
Cheynne Jackson
Evan Jonigkeit
Jai’len Josey
Alex Lacamoire
LaChanze
Cedric Lamar
Robert Leng
Victoria Libertore
Judith Light
Eric Lockley
Donja R. Love
Zosia Mamet
Julianna Margulies
Jose Solis Mayen
Rob McClure
Idina Menzel
Laurie Metcalf
Ingrid Michaelson
Lin-Manuel Miranda

The National Black 
Theater

Ana Nogueira
Kelli O’Hara
Leslie Odom Jr.
Al Parker
Annie Paul
Piper Perabo
Dylan Pickus
Billy Porter
Isaac Powell
Travis Raeburn
Amrita Ramanan
Lauren Ridloff
Nicolette Robinson
Susan Rudick
Christina Russo
Thomas Sadoski
Phillipa Soo
Gabriella Steinberg
Marisa Tomei
Kelly Marie Tran
Aaron Tveit
Channie Waites
Adrienne Warren
Alice Whitley
Patrick Wilson
The Women’s Project
Kit Yan



EXPLORING 
SOFTNESS
What does softness mean to you? How do you practice softness? Who is 
often afforded softness, and why?

Materials for exploration can include:

LITERATURE 
1.	 The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
2.	 We Real Cool by bell hooks
3.	 Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
4.	 We Will Not Cancel Us and other Forms of Transformative Justice by adrienne 

maree brown
5.	 Hood Feminism: Notes from the Women That a Movement Forgot by Mikki Kendall
6.	 Brother to Brother, conceived by Joseph Beam, edited by Essex Hemphill
7.	 The Tradition; a collection of poetry by Jericho Brown
8.	 Don’t Call Us Dead; a collection of poetry by Danez Smith

FILM/TV
1.	 Time: The Kalief Browder Story (documentary)
2.	 13th (documentary)
3.	 Free Meek (docu-series)
4.	 A Man Named Scott (documentary)
5.	 Music Box: DMX: Don’t Try to Understand (documentary)
6.	 Check It (documentary)
7.	 Moonlight (film)
8.	 The Last Black Man of San Francisco (film)
9.	 Random Acts of Flyness; Season One, Episode Two (series)
10.	 Dangerous Minds (film, an examination of the white savior complex)

MUSIC
1.	 Man on the Moon: The End of Day—Kid Cudi

ART
1.	 A New Republic, Kehinde Wiley

OTHER
1.	 Why Teachers of Color Quit
2.	 Minority Teacher: Hard to Get and Hard to Keep

Optional post-show activities:
1.	 Write a free verse poem or journal about when someone offered you 

softness or when you offered someone softness. Free verse is defined 
as poetry that does not have to rhyme nor have a set structure or 
length. 

2.	 Turn your free verse poem or journal entry into a haiku. A haiku is 
defined as a Japanese poem that consists of seventeen syllables 
over three lines. The first line is five syllables, the second line is seven 
syllables, and the third line is five syllables.

soft syllabus created by Donja R. Love

http://newjimcrow.com/
https://www.npr.org/2016/12/17/505996792/documentary-13th-argues-mass-incarceration-is-an-extension-of-slavery
https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/free-meek-docuseries-review-a-compelling-case-for-probation-reform/
https://www.indiewire.com/shop/kid-cudi-a-man-named-scott-documentary-amazon-prime-1234676679/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5299014/
https://a24films.com/films/the-last-black-man-in-san-francisco
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112792/
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/kehinde_wiley_new_republic/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/12/why-teachers-of-color-quit/282007/
https://psmag.com/education/minority-teachers-hard-to-get-and-hard-to-keep-25852



